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Foreword.
(aradaied )

One of the most attractive elements m Indun culture 1
e wealth of gnomic loze. Half of 1t 13 wntten, half un-
wntten  Much 13 on record, much has still 1o be recorded.
Inemgetic and capable rapes have sull to bong in many
sheaves This lore 15 expressed m four distinct forms
Tust we have the eliborate shlola, metucal, polished and
refined, o gem of terse poetical expression, Next we have
the ttue proverb, Living in the mouth of the people, non
metnetl, and 1n character akin to the proverbs of zll nations
Thuedly thers 13 the aphotism or sutea, a form pecuhar to
Irdia, almost an algebraeal formula in words  Lastly there
i3 the allusive, tbbreviated cryptogram, a mencmotechmic
device, a formula to recall 1o mund the fuller form of the
first two kindz

In pomnt of numbers the metncal shloks and the true
proverhs 1re most important  Over 10,000 different shlokas
are already on record and accesmible 1a punted form  The
provetbs, concerntng which no  stiistics ctist,  must be
numerous ko In thow Sanshnt  form no  extensive
collections Live been published as yet, but collections in
vermeular form have been published contatming in some
mstnees up o Beoo different sapings

Far less 1 number arc the aphonsms, unless we take
inte account the philosophical sutra Iteratute  VWe are here
sperhing of Niti only, of the ethics of Wfe, of counsels of
behaviour, of prudeated wisdom

The last class, the meemotechoie exyplogram, W sery
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small indeed and need not referred to more fully here
Only vety few examples of them have come to my
Lnowledge

The most ieresung collection of the thid and 1s
undoubtedly the one gowng by the name of Canakya sutras
which forms the subject matter of the present work An
complete  collection of these was published as emly as
1881, w Ceylon n Swmhalese transcription  and wuh an
Englsh and Sinhalese trznslation  The hitle publication
tias remuned almost unknown and the first wide publicuy
oiven to the collechion was thewr publication by Dr R
Shana Shastrs asan appendix to s epoch making edusan
of the Kautilya Arthashasta Recently two  mentonous
publications on  the subject bave appeared n Bengal
one republ shing the sutras 1 Bengali transenpuion wath a
Bengal translation, the other @wing an Enlish transhation
with commentary

The subject 15 of considerable mportance and many
problems are connec el wuh 1t Canakya 15 2 great and
symbohic name i connecton with Nt Wha was this
Camalya? Was he the famaous minister of Maurya Cangra
gupta, of anotler person beanng the same mame ? Ifrot
the same when dlbeolwe and where? Then, whatys the
relauon of the contents of the budy of Capakya Nm
to other M1 preserved 1 Indn? Vehat parallels can be
found for the sola od saymgs both 1 Ing an tradition and
n the proverbual lore of the world ?  How have we to think
of the ongin and development of these saymgs? Vwhar
was ther ongmal form? Was the suia forn the orjgmal
ong, and was ths brief form expanded into that of Yiterary
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shlokas, or were these shlokas the enginal poetical creations,
later y d mto brief aph after the
modet furmshed by the philosophical or mtual sutras 2 All
these questions awnut treatment We are only at the
beginning of the study of the subject Lvery contnbution
to this study 15 welcome  We need collection of matenals
We need companson of contents We need explanation of

and L We nced of Fistory
and onging

For all these 1easoms the present capable work of
Pandit Ishwar Chandra Shastn is Inghly desimble He
has produced a booh with double ment It draws new
and wider nttention to the subject Tt brings a wealth of
lustration, cxplanition and comparison of the contents of
the sutras

.

1t wil make many frends for this old but too genenlly
forgotten or overlaoked part of the mhentance of Tndi,
and 1t wil stimulate many minds towards fresh enquiry and
Fresh study

In this field 2t present no labour 1s superfluous , and fora
long time to come things will remain so

May the leamed and industnous Pandit be rewarded
for s hbour of love and understand ng by a generous
response from the reading public of Bengal May he him
scif continue s interestung  and mentonous work. And,
above all, and best result, may he awaken others to follow
hus footsteps

Anyone demonstrating the loveableness and wisdom of
Indn does a work of great ment, doubly welcome 1 our
present times



(w)

May then this volume be 2 messenger of good tidisgs
and goodwill We regard 1t as a valuable addion to
Bengal’s expanding libraty  We fecl happy 1 bidding it
welcome,

Johan van Manen,
Caleutta, General Sectetary,
¥7th September, 1928 Asatic Sotety of Bengal
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